
Table 98. Nursing home residents 65 years of age and over, according to selected functional status 
and age, sex, and race: United States, 1985, 1995, and 1999 

[Data are based on a sample of nursing home residents] 

Functional status1 

Dependent mobility, 
eating, and incontinentDependent mobility Incontinent Dependent eating 

Age, sex, and race 1985 1995 1999 1985 1995 1999 1985 1995 1999 1985 1995 1999 

All persons Percent 

65 years and over, 
age adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75.7 79.0 80.3 55.0 63.8 65.7 40.9 44.9 47.3 32.5 36.5 36.9 

65 years and over, crude . . . . . . . . . . . . .  74.8 79.0 80.4 54.5 63.8 65.7 40.5 44.9 47.4 32.1 36.5 37.0 

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  61.2 73.0 73.9 42.9 61.9 58.5 33.5 43.8 43.1 25.7 35.8 31.7 
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70.5 76.5 77.8 55.1 62.5 64.2 39.4 45.2 46.6 30.6 35.3 35.4 
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  83.3 82.4 83.8 58.1 65.3 68.6 43.9 45.0 49.0 35.6 37.5 39.4 

Male 

65 years and over, 
age adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71.2 76.6 76.6 54.2 63.8 66.6 36.0 42.1 45.2 28.0 34.3 35.0 

65 years and over, crude . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67.8 75.8 75.9 51.9 63.9 66.0 34.9 42.7 45.1 26.9 34.8 35.0 

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55.8 70.6 70.5 38.8 63.4 59.6 32.8 44.2 45.0 24.1 36.9 34.8 
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65.7 76.6 76.9 54.4 64.6 68.9 32.6 44.1 44.7 25.5 35.5 35.2 
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  79.2 78.2 78.1 58.1 63.4 66.8 39.2 40.2 45.7 30.9 32.7 34.9 

Female 

65 years and over, 
age adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77.3 79.7 81.5 55.4 63.6 65.0 42.4 45.6 47.8 33.9 36.9 37.2 

65 years and over, crude . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77.1 80.1 81.9 55.4 63.8 65.6 42.4 45.6 48.1 33.8 37.0 37.7 

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  64.5 74.8 76.4 45.4 60.9 57.7 34.0 43.6 41.6 26.7 35.0 29.3 
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  72.3 76.5 78.2 55.3 61.7 62.2 42.0 45.7 47.4 32.6 35.2 35.6 
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  84.3 83.3 85.2 58.1 65.7 69.0 45.0 46.0 49.7 36.7 38.6 40.4 

White only3 

65 years and over, 
age adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75.2 78.5 79.9 54.6 63.2 64.9 40.4 44.2 46.1 32.1 35.7 35.7 

65 years and over, crude . . . . . . . . . . . . .  74.3 78.7 80.2 54.2 63.3 65.1 40.1 44.2 46.2 31.7 35.7 35.8 

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60.2 71.4 72.6 42.2 60.2 57.1 32.6 41.9 40.7 24.9 33.8 28.8 
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69.6 76.4 77.5 54.2 61.8 63.8 38.9 44.9 45.8 30.1 34.7 34.8 
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  83.1 81.9 83.6 58.2 65.0 67.8 43.5 44.3 47.7 35.5 36.9 38.1 

Black or African American only3 

65 years and over, 
age adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  83.4 83.2 82.1 61.0 69.3 71.9 49.2 52.2 55.9 38.2 44.0 46.8 

65 years and over, crude . . . . . . . . . . . . .  81.1 82.1 81.5 59.9 69.1 70.6 47.9 51.7 54.9 37.7 43.7 45.7 

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70.9 79.6 78.7 48.6 68.3 64.6 43.1 51.2 53.3 33.8 43.1 42.6 
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82.5 77.8 80.1 70.1 68.9 67.5 47.9 49.5 49.7 40.6 42.3 41.0 
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  87.4 88.0 84.5 57.9 69.8 77.0 51.7 54.3 61.0 37.6 45.5 52.1 

1Nursing home residents who are dependent in mobility and eating require the assistance of a person or special equipment. Nursing home residents who are

incontinent have difficulty in controlling bowels and/or bladder or have an ostomy or indwelling catheter.

2Age adjusted by the direct method to the 1995 National Nursing Home Survey population using the following three age groups: 65–74 years, 75–84 years, and 85

years and over.

3Beginning in 1999 the instruction for the race item on the Current Resident Questionnaire was changed so that more than one race could be recorded. In previous

years only one racial category could be checked. Estimates for racial groups presented in this table are for residents for whom only one race was recorded. Estimates

for residents where multiple races were checked are unreliable due to small sample sizes and are not shown.


NOTES: Age refers to age at time of interview. Excludes residents in personal care or domiciliary care homes. Data for additional years are available (see Appendix III).


SOURCES: Hing E, Sekscenski E, Strahan G. The National Nursing Home Survey: 1985 summary for the United States. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital

Health Stat 13(97). 1989; and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Nursing Home Survey for other data years.
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